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Climate change, resulting from a series of human activities, is now recognised as an existential threat by 
the international scientific community and by most of the world’s governments and decision-makers. The  
stakes  of global  warming are immense, but examining this scientific aspect alone is not enough to ful-
ly comprehend the rapid and profound changes that are both being caused by and affecting humanity.

Following on from previous conferences on sustainable cities and « Being a Citizen in the
Metropolis », this fifth edition of « La Fabrique » will continue to address these challenges.  It
proposes reflections on responses  to   global warming in cities of the MENA region
specifically, at the eve of Egyptian hosting of COP27 in 2022 .

Taking place in Cairo on 25, 26 and 27 March 2022, « La Fabrique » will articulate national and
international research on the challenges of climate change with the promotion and networking of
Egyptian and regional civil society initiatives. The essence of « La Fabrique » 2022 lies in two
structuring elements : the Sustainable City Forum and the conference on « Facing Climate Change,
Making the City Sustainable ». During the course of this three-day event, a series of experiments,
digital activities, and transdisciplinary exchanges on the impacts of climate emergen-
cy on urban environments will aim at promoting networking and collaboration between 
various actors involved in responding to climate change and increasing urbanisation.

This year, CEDEJ and IFE have joined forces with Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) to reflect, propose, 
and experiment. This two-day conference in Cairo will be followed by a second conference led by 
FES at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina: these two conferences are part of the Franco-German Month 
of the Sustainable City in March 2022. This month includes the Urban Lab of the FES  in Alexandria ;     
8 March (International Women’s Day), also in Alexandria with B’sarya and the Goethe Institute ; 
the Sustainable City Factory in Cairo.

26 and 27 March 2022 at the French Institute of Egypt in Cairo

Conference “ Facing Climate Change, Making the City Sustainable  

“



Three inseparable elements  of environmental degradation will be examined,  through recent re-
gional and international research :
1) Climate disruption and its dramatic consequences, i.e., urban heat islands, drought, extreme cli-
mates, and flooding;
2) The Anthropocene, i.e. all the environmental changes generated by human activity, including 
development, resource extraction, anthropisation, urban sprawl, and biodiversity loss;
3) Air, water, and soil pollution as well as greenhouse gas emissions, and their short-term health 
impacts in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

There is no doubt that urban environments are both the primary producers of this systemic de-
struction and among the first places affected. As the largest producers of greenhouse gases and 
the most polluted regions, metropolises are also the places where environmental awareness is the 
highest.

Three major transformations are envisaged. Those that involve superficial solutions without ques-
tioning the drivers of urban sprawl or vehicle dependency ; those that seek technical solutions,  in 
particular by reducing the carbon footprint through the use of alternative, non-fossil fuels ; and 
finally, those who seek to measure, evaluate, and involve the population and businesses in radically 
changing their production and buying methods- these are the “transition” cities.

Cities in the MENA region are particularly affected by the interrelated challenges of climate change.
Some are threatened in the short term by the collapse of living species, by increasingly extreme 
temperatures - especially in the most densely-populated areas - by water shortages, floods, and by 
heavy pollution that endangers the lives of millions of city dwellers. Yet car dependency is increas-
ing every year, as is the pressure on precious resources. A collaborative assessment with the sci-
entific community is needed and this conference will set some milestones towards achieving that 
goal. A discussion with city dwellers and experts will also be encouraged as well as a comparative 
dialogue.

Objectives



8:30 Welcome & Registration

09:00 
- 

10:00

Opening

What is the role of the Paris Agreement and the Glasgow Climate 
Pact in addressing climate change? In the MENA region, climate 
change has to be faced in an inclusive perspective and according to a 
paradigm of transition rather than adaptation.

• Sherif Dawoud, Ministry of Planning,
• Richard Prosbt, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung 
• Agnès Deboulet, CEDEJ 
• A.K.M Saiful Islam, Bangladesh University of Engineering and 

Technology, IPCC expert

10:00 
 - 

11:30

Panel 1
- 

Metropolises,
Fragile Deltas, Vulnerable 

Territories

The Nile Delta and Cairo are among the most densily urbanized 
regions of the world. This panel will address the different facets of 
climate change by examining its consequences and the future of 
this region. 

• Keynote speech: Sylvie Fanchette, Research Institute for Devel-
opment (IRD) 
Deltas’ vulnerability linked to climate and environmental 
changes: the metropolisation challenges in Asia 

Round table:
• A.K.M Saiful Islam, Bangladesh University of Engineering and 

Technology 
IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report for Cities under Global Warming

• Florian Bonnefoi, CEDEJ 
Costal overdevelopment and climate change: adaptation strate-
gies in the Nile Delta

• Maël Crépy, IFAO 
What does the Holocene evolution of the Nile Delta tell us 
about its present and potential future changes?

• Momen El Husseiny, AUC  
Dwelling at the liminalities of Capitalocene and Urban Expansions 

Moderator : Holger Gladys, German University in Cairo

11:30  
- 

 11:45
Coffee Break

11:45 
 -  

13:15

Panel 2
-

The Metropolis Facing
 Climate  Change:   Global   Warming, 

Pollution, and Urban HeatI Islands

The challenges of data availability, access to information and health 
consequences are among the priorities when addressing climate 
change.
This panel reviews the diversity of climate challenges, ranging from 
the most visible to the least tangible forms of pollution, whether it 
be water, air, or soil.

• Keynote speech : Soraya Boudia, University of Paris 
Health and environmental risks in the age of the global envi-
ronmental crisis 

Round table:

• Ahmed El Dorghamy, Onu-Habitat
• Ragia Elgerzawy, Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights 

Air pollution and climate change are two sides of the same coin: 
the city as the culprit and the victim

• Tala Alaeddine, Public Works  Studio (Beirut) 
Systems of extraction and toxic ecologies : the case of cement 
production and quarrying in Lebanon

• Emmanuel Osuteye, DPU, University College London  
Climate resilience pathways in informal settlements in Africa

Moderator : Mehdi Labzaé, CEDEJ

13:30 Lunch Break

DAY 01 – Saturday 26 March : « Identifying socio-climatic risks » (General Public)



 

DAY 01 – Saturday 26 March 2022

14:30 
- 

 16:00

Panel 3
-

Unsustainable Metropolis: 
Assessing Socioclimatic Risks

The expansion of infrastructures for car mobility raises questions of 
spatial justice, while a global concern emerges from the tension be-
tween trending  decarbonization strategies and sustainability. This is 
also an opportunity to question socio-spatial risks such as population 
displacement and understanding environmental hazards.
• Keynote speech : Philipp Rode, LSE 

Cities and climate action : the radical decarbonisation of the 
transport sector

Round table:

• Heba Ahmed Attia Mousa, Tabdeel 
Soft mobility and urban planning in Cairo

• Pascal Menoret, Brandeis University  
The Petroptimist

• David Sims, independent economist and urban planner 
Enviromental impacts of urban sprawl in Egypt

• Ahmed Zaazaa, 10 tooba  
The Environmental Price for the New Real Estate Development 
Paradigm

Moderator: Marie Vannetzel, CEDEJ/CNRS et Dalia Wahdan, AUC

16:00
 -

 16:15
Coffee Break

16:15 
-

 17:45

Panel 04
- 

Unsustainable Metropolis
and Urban Climate Change Practices

Sustainability of major metropolises is sharply in decline. This pan-
el aims at presenting some attempts to mitigate major risks such as 
flooding, urban heat islands, drought, and lack of green spaces.

• Keynote speech : Yves Cabannes , DPU, University College 
London   
Contributions of Participatory Budgeting to climate change 
adaptation and mitigation.

Round table:
• Romain Leclerq, Centre des politiques de la terre 

Rendre la catastrophe « acceptable ». Ingénierie urbaine et poli-
tiques d’adaptation au changement climatique 

• Dalila Ghodbane, CEDEJ
Building Climate Resilience in Cairo : An Architectural Issue

• Eleni Mougiakel, Common space (Athens) 
The initiative Participatory LAB : Laboratory of Spatial, Urban 
and Environmental Participatory Planning for Climate Change 
Adaptation

• François Menguele, GIZ 
Matching climate action with specificurban contexts and inter-
vention typologies

• Riham Abdelhamid, Bibliotheca Alexandrina 
BA Social Responsibilities in Building Youth capacities in cli-
mate change

Moderator : Waleed Mansour, FES



 

09:00 Registration

09:30 Intro Keynote speech: Nabil El-Hady, Cairo University

10:00 
- 

11:30

Panel 5
-

Consumption and Waste: Towards 
Sobriety ? 

Responsible consumption and production are goals to be reached, 
but do we need to consume all what we produce? This panel will 
address this question through a political ecology lens.

Round table:
• Mohamed Kamal, Greenish  

Understanding the Municipal Solid Waste State of Mansheyat 
Dahshur

• Mostafa Habib, VeryNile 
Initiative to clean the Nile

• Maha Bouhlel, Université La Manouba 
La Justice  Environnementale et Écologique en Ville face à la 
Question des Déchets

• Lukas Schäfer,  GIZ 
National Solid Waste Management Programme (NSWMP) 

• Romani Badre, Zabbaleens organisation 
Rôle des zabaleens dans la lutte contre le changement climatique

Moderator : Sylvie Fanchette, IRD

11:30
 - 

 11:45
Coffee Break

11:45 
- 

13:15

Panel 06
-

Public Spaces and Bio-Diversity in 
the City

Decarbonization and preservation of the urban environment are 
tied together. Green Public spaces and biodiversity protection in the 
urban setting are central components for our wellbeing? Can we 
reconcile urban expansion and biodiversity protection?

Round table:
• Eric Huybrechts, Paris Region Institute 

Public spaces and the Metropolis
• Sara Seyam, Takween 

Urban Inclusivity and Environmentally Responsive Architecture 
- Creating A Women Friendly Space, `Izbat al-Burj, Damietta

• Dina Alaraj, Bethlehem municipality 
Reinventing public Spaces in Bethlehem Project

• Nabil El Hady, Cairo University 
Living in socio-ecological systems

Moderator : Luisa Arango, CEDEJ Khartoum

13:30 Lunch Break

14:00
 - 

16:00

Panel 7
-

Cities in Transition and 
Climate Justice

This panel will look specifically at commitments to environmental 
justice in cities by reflecting on the proposals of « Cities in Transition ».

Round table:
• Isabelle Berry-Chikhaoui & Valérie Lavaud-Letilleul, Montpel-

lier 3 University  
Climate Change and the Just City : A “new urgency” to tackle 
urban issues with inhabitants and workers

• Abir Saksouk, Public works Studio, Beirut 
Land policies and environmental justice : the case of publi-
cy-owned properties in Lebanon

• Laila Iskander, former minister of informal settlment  
Informal Settlements: Home to Cities’ Principal Recyclers/Waste 
Managers and Climate Champions

• Abdelghani Aghzal, Chefchaouen municipality 
Sustainable city, case of Chefchaouen, Morocco

Moderator : Soraya Boudia, University of Paris

16:00
Conclusion 

Towards Environmental
Governance in Cities

Waleed Mansour, FES 
Leon Diaz-Bone, ICLEI 
Agnès Deboulet, CEDEJ

DAY 02 – Sunday 27 March : « Responding to Socio-Climatic Risks »



 


